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September 8, 2006 
Dear Parent or Guardian,


Reading between home and school is an important part of our reading program. The children are polishing their skills as readers, therefore it is imperative that they read, read, read! Consistent daily reading will expose your child to various authors’ styles and will improve your child's fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing. My main goals are that the children will become fluent readers, choose to read for both information and pleasure, and develop a passion and love for reading.
Books can be selected from our classroom, school, public, or home library for independent reading. Your child's responsibility is to read each evening and to transport the chosen book back and forth to school each day in the folder provided in their S.T.A.R. Book. A record of your child's daily reading and a list of completed books will be kept on the Reading Log Sheet located in their S.T.A.R. Book. Directions related to this log are also there. 
I will also be encouraging the children to choose books from a variety of genres (types of literature) throughout the course of the school year. An explanation of each genre will be provided in the pocket of their reading folder that is in their S.T.A.R. Book. There will also be a Bingo Card that the children can use to keep track of the variety of literature they have read. When they get a BINGO they will win a prize!
Encourage your child to whisper read (read aloud in a quiet voice) so that you can hear him/her. If your child struggles to read the book it will be important to let me know so that we can make a change. The purpose is to choose a book that can be easily read by your child so that they can develop fluency, thereby strengthening comprehension. It would be helpful if you could watch your child as he/she enters the book title on their record sheet after they have completed their reading. My hope is that they will master the skill of capitalizing and underlining a book title! 
It is always exciting to develop an environment where children can enjoy books for a lifetime. Together we can build a community of readers. Thank you for your help, support, and cooperation with my reading program!

Thank you,
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Marie Smith

Daily Reading
Please sign and return to indicate that you have read this letter.
______________________________________
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______________________________________



(CHILD’S NAME)





(PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE)








