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What is a Scientist, Anyway? 

Objective 

After drawing a picture of what they think a scientist is, students will 

come to realize that anyone is and can be a scientist.
Procedure
Pose the question-asking that they NOT respond out loud…“I am just wondering if you know what a scientist looks like?”
Explain to them that you do not want them to tell you what a scientist looks like to them, but rather you want them to show you. Hand out paper so they can do a drawing of a scientist. Ask everyone to be sure to include some background,

and/or a setting in their drawing.

Explain to them that you do not want them to tell you what a scientist looks like to them, but rather you want them to show you. Hand out paper so they can do a drawing of a scientist. Ask everyone to be sure to include some background,

and/or a setting in their drawing.

Allow about 15 minutes to draw. Ask kids to keep their drawing fairly private, and to flip it over if they do finish early.

Once all drawings are done, take time to classify the drawings by the following categories: male vs. female, messy vs. organized, “crazy” vs. “normal” looking, in a lab or elsewhere. If time permits, one could even make bar graphs of these things.
Closure
Make some observations based on your findings…conclusion should come to the fact that a scientist may be male OR female, in a lab OR in a field setting, messy OR organized, just like any person, and “normal” OR “crazy” looking-also like all people. Having some pictures of “real” scientists can help this discussion.

The overall goal is to get rid of the old “mad scientist” image so kids see that they can be a scientist if they enjoy it.

