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Leisee

Red envelopes given on the Chinese New Year are also known as "leisee". They are considered extremely auspicious to receive as a gift and even more auspicious if they contain money. The red color symbolizes good luck and good fortune and gold symbolizes wealth. They are given to small children, teenagers, and unmarried adults.
The image used on the front of a red envelope wish blessings and good wishes of long life, prosperity, and good health. Other images you may see are flowering lotus, the fabled creatures of dragon and phoenix, Chinese zodiac animals, and many, many others.

The amount of money placed in the envelope varies depending on the age of the child. Usually the older the child, the more money they will get. The amount contained has to be in even numbers. Even numbers are auspicious and odd numbers are perceived as denoting loneliness.
When giving money on festive or auspicious occasions, you should never put money in a white envelope! Money wrapped in white envelopes is given when the occasion is sad, like funerals, when a gift of money is given to help with the funeral costs. This is called 'Pak Kum' money for the family of the departed. 
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